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                                                                President’s Report 2012 

INTRODUCTION 

I have the honour to present this, my fourth report as President of the Friends of the Laperouse 

Museum, Inc. This has been a most momentous year for then ‘Friends’. 

The past year has once again proved to be a busy and challenging year for your Committee. The 

Committee met regularly on the third Tuesday of each month, plus a number of separate ad hoc 

strategy meetings were held to organise our lobbying program to protect the Museum. 

DIPLOMACY 

I am very pleased to report that relations with the Consulate General of France have been restored 

to their proper warm and friendly place. Monsieur Bakhti, the previous Consul General, has returned 

to France and been replaced by Monsieur Eric Berti. Monsieur Berti was the head of internal legal 

affairs of the Direction Générale de l’administration et de la modernisation in the Ministry of Foreign 

and European Affairs. He holds a Master of Laws degree and is a graduate of the prestigious École 

Nationale d’Administration (Promotion Gambetta of 1993). In the short time that he has been in 

Sydney, he has proven himself to be a true friend of the Museum. He sends his apologies for today’s 

meeting as he is in Paris for a conference. 

Monsieur Stéphane Romatet, French Ambassador, has also helped to markedly change the dynamics 

of our relations with French diplomacy. Although he has not yet visited to Museum, he fully intends 

to do so. He would like his wife, Madame Agnès Espagne-Romatet, to accompany him – she works at 

the Embassy as the commercial counselor and, given their respective dutires, it is very difficult to 

arrange time off together. However, I am hopeful that a visit can be arranged in the near future. 

EXHIBITS & ARTEFACTS 

We continue to have warm and friendly relations with the Laperouse Museum in Albi. The President, 

Monsieur Henry Féral (a retired préfet) and Monsieur Pierre-Louis Bérard (a retired rear admiral in 

the French Navy) have both been extremely helpful in our recent endeavours in obtaining mouldings 

of the altar stone and the engraved tree trunk associated with the Laperouse expedition.  

When in Paris in May this year, I visited Madame Hélène Tromparent-de Seynes, the chief curator of 

the Musée national de la Marine in Paris. It was she who arranged for the altar stone – on exhibition 

in the Museum – to be sent to Madame Barbara Donné-Donati, whom she had recommended, for 

the moulding to be made. She has also liaised with the Lauragaise Foundry in the moulding in bronze 

of the carved tree trunk, the original of which is in the Paris Museum but whose physical state 

precludes its use for moulding. The moulding of the tree trunk, dating from the 1980s, which is in 

the Albi Museum is that which has been used to produce ‘our’ moulding. It is expected that the tree 
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trunk moulding will be finished in late November/early December; Pierre-Louis Bérard is keeping an 

eye on it on our behalf. 

Both the mouldings – the altar stone and engraved tree trunk – are the property of Randwick City 

Council and we are most grateful to Mayor Tony Bowen and his predecessor Clr Scott Nash for their 

kindness and foresight in funding the purchase of these two extremely valuable and historic items 

attesting to the importance of French influence in the founding of Australia and in lending them to 

the Museum. 

We are also most grateful to the Musée Lapérouse of Albi for the gift of the high-relief plaque of 

Laperouse now hanging near the entrance door into the Laperouse section of the Museum. We owe 

this particularly to Pierre-Louis Bérard, to whom a letter of thanks has been sent, and to Professor 

Margaret Sankey who, while on a trip to France, visited the Museum and brought back the plaque. It 

joins a number of other examples which have been given to other stopping-off places on 

Laperouse’s voyage. 

I am keen to obtain information, including pictures, about the various ships, commanders and crews 

of the French ships which have stopped here, and whose ships’ plaques are in the Museum or on the 

Monument. In my interview with Madame Tromparent-de Seynes in May, I asked her to help. She 

readily acquiesced but pointed out that, while she has a staff of 80 in Paris, with a further 20 at other 

maritime museums in France, she is, in fact, short-staffed. However, progress in occurring and I had 

an email from one of her staff members a couple of weeks ago confirming that they are working on 

the project, but reaffirming that its priority is low. I think that this is a case of any progress is 

welcome! 

NSW GOVERNMENT - LOBBYING 

 

You will recall that in my report last year, I mentioned the ‘La Perouse Headland and Bare Island 

Interpretation Plan’ whose implementation would have reduced the French component of the 

Museum to about one-eighth of the area. As a consequence and through the good offices of the 

President of the NSW Legislative Council the Hon on Harwin a deputation consisting of myself, 

Charles Abela and Tony Gentile met with the Minister the Hon Robyn Parker. In attendance we had 

also in addition the Hon. Michael Daley MP, member for Maroubra, Bruce Notley-Smith MP, 

member for Coogee and representatives of the NP&WS. 

The Minister resolved that a new La Perouse Community  Committee be formed to report to her.  I 

was appointed to represent the Friends with Tony Gentile as my alternative. By the time the 

Committee was formed, due to my absence overseas, Tony gentile represented the Friends and 

Vice-President Charles Abela represented Randwick Council’s Laperouse Precinct Committee..  

The Consultative Committee, although making some worthwhile amendments to the NP&WS’ 

Laperouse Headland/ Bare Island Interpretation Plan was in the end inconclusive in its 

recommendations. As a result the Committee decided to lodge a separate submission to the 

Minister. 
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The matter is still unresolved. 

The ‘Laperouse Museum Community Committee’ was set up under the chairmanship of Professor 

David Carment. The committee’s terms of reference described its purpose as being ‘to provide 

advice to the Head of the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) on ways of improving 

community use, engagement and enjoyment of the Laperouse Museum’. There was particular 

emphasis on the need to increase visitation The report of this committee was submitted on 17 July 

2012. Other members of the committee included representatives of the local aboriginal land council, 

NPWS, Randwick City Council, and Maria Nugent, whose anti-French views are well known.   

 

The committee held four meetings and there was general agreement on three interpretive themes, 

viz. Guriwal, Laperouse the Navigator, and Resilience. However, committee members were unable to 

reach a consensus on whether the interpretive scheme should be an integrated one or focus 

separately on each of the three options identified in the committee’s terms of reference. The 

committee did agree, however, that a programme of lectures or talks, possibly in partnership with 

other organisations, might encourage people to come to the Museum. 

 

The ‘Friends’ submitted a minority report which, while  pointing out the failings and deficiencies of 

the current management by NPWS, suggested several ways forward. These include management of 

the Museum, or at least the ‘Laperouse the Navigator’ exhibition, by the ‘Friends’. It also pointed out 

the measures taken by the ‘Friends’, such as the refurbishment of the kitchen and the Instrument 

Room, to enhance the Museum. The importance of volunteering was also stressed. 

 

However, as is so often the case, little progress has come out of the deliberations of this committee, 

and the suggestion has been made that the funds could well have been used for the direct benefit of 

the Museum. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROGRESS 

On a more administrative note, I am pleased to report that the ‘Friends’ office is almost fully set up 

and working well. Our relations with NPWS at a local level continue well and we are most grateful to 

Ben Khan and Robert Bird for their cooperation and assistance. Robert is retiring at the end of the 

year and we wish him well in his retirement. I am pleased to report that Tony Gentile has now been 

granted access to the Museum’s alarm system, a signal favour by NPWS. 

VISITORS 

We have had several important visits to the Museum. Monsieur Eric Berti, the new Consul General, 

visited the Museum and was taken to lunch at ‘Danny’s’ by members of the Committee. He could 

see with his own eyes the need for help and support from French diplomatic circles to maintain the 

Museum as a beacon of European culture and an important part of Australian history. 

Philippe de Laperouse, a descendant of the great navigator and a dealer in grains from the American 

Central West, visited in August 2012, and was taken to lunch by the then Mayor of Randwick City 



 

PO 475 Matraville NSW 2036 
Internet: www.laperousemuseum.org 

FaceBook: Laperouse Museum – Friends of 
Email: friendsofthelaperousemuseum@Gmail.com  

 

Council, Scott Nash . His brother Marc is known to some members of the committee, having dived 

on the wrecks in the Solomons.    

Approaches have been made to the Embassy to restore visits of French Navy ships for the 14th July 

celebrations; in this regard, Monsieur Berti, the Consul General, is a reserve capitaine de frégate 

(commander) in the French Navy. I am hopeful that these visits will resume. 

FUNCTIONS 

I would like to pay special tribute the ‘French North African Veterans Association’, whose President 

is Théo Arfaras, our Treasurer. This organization works very hard to support the catering of various 

events that we have had, such as wine tastings, at the Museum. Its members are frequent attenders 

at our functions – some are members of the ‘Friends’, some live a long way away, but all work hard 

to make the catering exemplary. We are most grateful to them for their efforts, a practical 

demonstration of Franco-Australian relations. 

I am happy to also report the success of all events in the past year. We especially note with thanks 

the help and sponsorships received from Randwick City Council. 

Pére Receveur Mass 

As per now established tradition, the first event of the year was the annual Pére Receveur Mass 

organised by the Malabar Catholic Church Parish. The Friends once again supported  the event 

through Randwick Council and provided a refreshments and information table for participants. 

La Perouse Day 

A cocktail party was organised by the Friends at the Museum with sponsorship from Randwick 

Council. The Cocktail Party was attended by almost 100 members and guests with guest of honour 

and Mayor of Randwick Councillor Scott Nash providing a short address. The opportunity was also 

taken to present to Mayor Nash and our newly appointed patron the Hon. Don Harwin MLC, 

President of the NSW Legislative Council with framed signed limited edition etchings of  

BARE ISLAND DAY 

Vice-President Charles Abela organized refreshments for visitors to the Museum. These received 

much thanks on a hot day and happily resulted in new memberhips for our association. 

VOLUNTEERS 

We need more members and more volunteers for various duties. We are about to start cataloguing 

the Museum collection, and several members have volunteered for the initial training course. If we 

are to successfully run the Museum, carry out educational and other tours, and generally lift the 

profile of the Museum, we need volunteers, many more members and volunteers. If you are 

considering joining us, please do so and do so NOW! 
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WEBSITE 

I have translated several articles in the ‘Journal de bord, the magazine of the Albi museum and these 

translations appear, by courtesy of its editor, on our website, which is very ably managed by Lynda 

Newnam. As time becomes available, I will be able to do more of these. 

PATRONS 

On your behalf, I should like to thank the Hon. Tom Hughes AO QC, a Patron, who has retired from 

public life. The Hon Tom Hughes was a strong supporter and great help to us in the past.  

We are pleased to welcome as our new Patrons The Hon. Don Harwin MLC; President of the NSW 

Lgislative Council,Australia’s first Legislative Chamber and the Senator the Hon Bob Carr, Minister for 

Foreign Affairs. The Hon Don Harwin was guest speaker on the 14th July, Bastille Day celebration. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & THANKS 

Priscilla Bonham-Carter, who was the convenor of our ‘Entertainments’ subcommittee, retired. We 

hope her disabilities finally settle. I should also like to thank Ben Khan who, as the link with NPWS, is 

often under pressure but always manages to not only smile and be courteous, but also to be 

available for discussions. 

I should also like to thank the members of the Executive Committee who, each in his/her own way, 

contributes so much to the running of the Committee and its works. I wish particularly to thank Tony 

Gentile, your hardworking Secretary, who, in spite of various pressures, always manages to come up 

with solutions to the knottiest problems and to put forward ideas gained in the ‘real world’.   

 

PRESIDENT 
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FRIENDS OF THE LAPEROUSE MUSEUM INC 

Receipts & Payments 
     Year Ended 30 June 2012 

      

         RECEIPTS 
     

Notes 
  

         Membershp Fees 
   

1565.00 
   Interest on Investments 

  
1065.73 

   Functions 
   

2171.23 1 

  Randwick Council Exhibits Purchases 
 

10000.00 2 

  Sales of Merchandise 
  

15.00 
   

         

     
14816.96 

   

         PAYMENTS 
       

         Administrative Expenses 
  

320.10 
   Insurances 

   
678.00 

   Functions Outgoings 
  

2271.89 
   Furniture & Fittings 

   
292.83 

   Donations 
   

100.00 
   Altar stone Purchase 

  
2834.59 3 

  

         

     
6497.41 

   

         Surplus / (Deficit) 
   

8319.55 
   

         Notes to the Receipts & Payments Statement 
    

         1 Includes $1317.24 sponsorship from Randwick City Council 
  

2 
Contribution by Randwick City Council for purchase of Altar Stone and Tree 
Stump  

 
reproductions 

      
3 

Balance  of $7,165.41 held in trust for purchase of Bronze Tree Stump 
reproduction 

 

Surplus excluding purchase of exhibits 
$1154.14 
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FRIENDS OF THE LAPEROUSE MUSEUM INC 

Balance Sheet 
   Year Ended 30 June 2012 
   

      Assets 
     

      Cash at Bank -Current Account 
  

11980.65 

                           - Interest Bearing Deposit 
 

18880.86 

      Pamela griffiths Prints 
  

19660.00 

Audio System 
   

700.00 

Projector & Screen Set 
  

700.00 

Books 
    

50.00 

Key Rings 
    

400.00 

      Total Assets 
   

52371.51 

      Liabilities 
    

      Bronze Tree Stump Sponsorship 
 

7165.41 

Accounts Payable 
   

1440.34 

Members Funds 
   

43765.76 

      Total Liabilities 
   

52371.51 

      

      

      

      

       


