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A Word from Our President 

 

It has been my pleasure to be the President in this the 30th anniversary year of 

this very special Museum. My thanks to the Committee and especially 

Secretary, Tony Gentile, for their dedication. Thanks also to Randwick 

City Council – the Mayor, General Manager and his team for their con-

tinued support and in particular to Katie Anderson and her events team. 

In March the Museum welcomed the appointment of Curator, Roxanne 

Fea, with whom we have consulted extensively. 

The major development this year was the transfer of the management of 

the Museum from the NPWS to Randwick City Council. 

I am happy to say the Friends successfully negotiated with Council a 

Memorandum of Understanding with which both parties are happy and 

which will ensure the continuation of the Friends of the Laperouse Mu-

seum as a major stakeholder in the future of the Museum. The Memoran-

During the year the Friends participated with Council in staging the Laperouse Day celebrations 

as well as Bastille Day. Our thanks go to Council for funding those events. We had an interesting 

Lecture Series which included Dr Garrick Hickcock’s The Final Fate of the Laperouse Expedi-

tion: Wrecked in the Torres Strait? and the History Week lecture by Dr Geoffrey Lewis which 

this year which was on What would survivors of the Laperouse shipwrecks have done?     Also 

today we are fortunate to have Emeritus Professor Robert Clancy AM FRS(N) and a Past Presi-

dent of the Friends who will give a talk on The Contribution of two exceptional Frenchmen to the 

success of Australian rural industry in the Nineteenth Century. Thank you to our lecturers who all 

volunteered their services. 

 

An astronomy evening was held on the 230th anniversary of Pere Receveur’s death commemorat-

ing his contribution to astronomy. 

 

We also assisted the Malabar parishioners in their observance of the annual Pere Receveur Mass. 

Students from College Sainte Marie – Rouen France toured the Museum in March. 

In late April we welcomed General Beauchesne, President de la Federation des anciens combat-

tants resident hors de France. 

 

This report gives further details on the operation of the Friends. The financial budget adopted by 

Council last June makes very generous financial support both for this year’s operating costs as 

well as a solid program of cultural events and temporary exhibitions. Provision for an extensive 

refurbishment program over the next few years has also been in the Council budget. 

 

Again a very special thank you to the Mayor and Council for its generous financial support, and to 

Council staff in their extensive assistance for the Friends’ operations. 
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The La Perouse Museum 
 

The Museum is now called the “La Perouse Museum” and is under the management of Randwick City 

Council. Under this new management, the Museum is now open a minimum of four days a week on 

Wednesday, Friday and weekends. It also opens on long weekends. 

 

We are pleased to say that visitations have improved enormously with an average of 90 visitors per 

day. Visitations have also been enhanced by the establishment of a coffee cart, permitting visitors to 

relax before or after their visit.  

 

A series of temporary exhibitions, greater publicity through Randwick Council’s news outlets together 

with the Friends very successful lectures have in a short time revitatilised the venue. 
 

The Friends “Laperouse Education Fund” 
 

Last year resulting from a grant from the Parliament of France and a NSW Parliament House dinner 

hosted by our Patron the Hon Don Harwin MLC, we were able to provide a grant of $10,000 towards 

the support of two PhD students from the University of Western Sydney to study in France. 

 

This year the Committee resolved to concentrate our efforts locally. It decided to promote an essay 

competition for secondary school students in Randwick City schools on Laperouse with a prize of 

$500 to the winning essay and a $500 grant to the winning school. 

 

The Committee thanks Committee member Emerita Professor Margaret Sankey, Emeritus Professor 

Ivan Barko and Dr Geoffrey Lewis for their assistance to our Secretary, Tony Gentile, in the develop-

ment of the Essay Competition. 

 

We trust that this will be an annual event. 
 

La Perouse Museum & Headland Trust  
 

The Trust met on two occasions in 2018 – 22 February and 28 June. 

A building program budget of $ xxxxxx        for the Museum was approved by Randwick City Council 

at its meeting on 26 June. Some immediate minor repairs have been completed (including to the sky-

light in the Instrument Room) before the planned major upgrade within the next 8-18 months. 

 

The Draft Business Plan endorsed by the Trust on 28 June was approved at the 24 July Council meet-

ing. This Business Plan concentrates on the initial set-up phase of the Museum from an organisational 

and services point of view. The Business Plan outlines the Purpose and Vision for the Museum and 

outlines strategies to achieve these visions. (Ordinary Council meeting 24 July 2018  
 

2018 Events 
France’s Ambassador Visits Museum 

 

The Committee was pleased to welcome French Ambassador H.E. Christophe 

Penot on 15 December for a private tour of the Museum.   

 

His Excellency toured he Museum, was impressed wit the work and dedication of 

the  Friends and looked forward to returning as soon as possible. 

 

The tour was conducted by Committee Member Carole Roussel. 



Celebrating 230 years of European Astronomy at La Perouse 

 
 On Saturday evening the 17th of February the Friends were 

pleased to host the very enthusiastic and knowledgeable 

Education Manager from the Western Sydney University 

Penrith Observatory, Raelene Sommer, who conducted a 

night of ‘star-gazing’.  Conditions varied throughout the 

evening but by 10 pm there was good viewing of Sirius, Eta 

Carinae (cluster about to go super nova), Alpha Centauri, 47 

Tucanea (globular star cluster) and the Great Orion Nebula. 

The evening marked the 230th anniversary of European as-

tronomy at La Perouse. 

 

 

Pere Receveur Mass 

Once a year on the Sunday closest to the 17th 

February, St. Andrews Malabar Catholic Par-

ish celebrates, with a Mass, the anniversary of 

the death of Father (Pere) Receveur; Francis-

can priest, and one of two chaplains on the 

Laperouse expedition. Pere Receveur was 

also a scientist and naturalist. Pere Receveur 

perished of his wounds contracted prior to 

arrival in Botany Bay and is buried within the 

Headland. A grave marks to this day his place 

of rest.  

 

Over 130 worshippers attended the Mass. The 

Friends, as per custom, were happy to pro-

vide, water and soft drink for parishioners after the event. 

The Mass celebrated on February 18, by Fr Paul Ghanem, together with Fr Cauchi of Malabar Par-

ish, Fr Jan Chrzczonowicz (chaplain to the French speaking for the last 22 years for the metropoli-

tan Sydney) also was present non-celebrating at Mass and reading the Gospel in French as well as 

the prayers at the graveside. 

Laperouse Day Cocktail Party 

 
On Friday February 23, Randwick City 

Council hosted in conjunction with the 

Friends the annual Laperouse Day Cocktail 

Party. 

 

The event usually commemorates the fatal 

departure of Laperouse from Botany Bay 

and usually held in March. This year how-

ever in consultation with Council we 

brought it forward to also commemorate 

the 30th anniversary of the Opening of the      

Museum.  

The evening attended by almost 100 members,     

councillors and patrons, was a great success en-

 

 

 

Consul-General Nicolas Croizer (centre), President 

Carol Abela, Deputy Mayor Danny Said and Council-

lors Carlos Da Rocha (far left) and Anthony Andrews 

(far right). 

https://laperouseheadland.com/2018/02/18/celebrating-230-years-of-european-astronomy-at-la-perouse/


Visit by The  President of France 
 

The visit by the President of France, M. Emmanuel Macron, in May this year was a very important 

occasion for both nations. The Committee of the Friends were honoured to be invited to a recep-

tion at the NSW Art Gallery on May 2. 

    

 
 

Bastille Day 2018 
 

Bastille Day this year fell on a Saturday. Randwick City Council resolved to expand the celebra-

tions to include the wider community, with stalls and music in addition to the traditional ceremony 

at the Laperouse Monument. The event organised jointly by Council with the Friends was attended 

by Her Worship the Mayor, Councillor Lindsay Shurey and our patrons, Consul-General M. Nico-

las Croizer and the Hon. Matt Thistlethwaite. 

  

The talented Patricia Turner sang the two national anthems and La brigade Française once again 

entertained the crowd with a display of cannon and muskets fire, dressed up in period uniforms.   

 

    

 
 

Waiting to go inside the NSW Art Gallery           President Emmanuel Macron 



Dr Garrick Hitchcock – 28 April 

   

Dr Garrick Hitchcock delivered a fasci-

nating lecture based on his recently peer 

reviewed published article on the fate of 

the Laperouse expedition survivors. 

 

Titled: “The Final Fate of the Lapérouse 

Expedition: Wrecked in the Torres 

Strait?”, the lecture was delivered to a 

packed Northern Wing in the Museum.  
 

The precis of the lecture is available on 

the Friends’ website. 

_____________________________ 

Picture Deputy Mayor Councillor Danny 

Said  presenting a “thank you” gift to  

Dr Hitchcok. 

History Week Lecture – 1 September  

Author and member of the Friends, Dr Geoffrey Lewis, presented the annual 

History Week Lecture on Saturday 1 September. Dr Lewis addressed himself 

to the topic: “What would survivors of the Laperouse shipwrecks have done?” 

This tied in perfectly as a sequel to Dr Hitchcock’s lecture. 

It was anoher packed, standing room event, indicating the importance and 

value to the life of the Museum of the Friends’ Lecture Series. 

 

 
   Another standing room attendance!          

Councillor Carlos Da Rocha assisting at the door.              Tony Gentile with Dr Lewis 

 

La Perouse Museum Business Plan 

 
1.  A Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) was signed this year by President Carol Abela 

and Council.  The MOU sets out the basis for the ongoing relationship between the Friends and 

Council. 

 

2. Consultants: Council is appointing a consultant to advise it on the best arrangements for the 

collection, building and the Headland including the Governor Macquarie Watch Tower. The con-

sultants will speak to all stakeholders prior to finalising their report to the Trust. 

 

The first of such meeting occurred on Thursday 9 November when Committee members and Pro-

fessor Ivan barko met with Ms Margaret Birtley AM, Project Manager of “Significance Interna-

tional” to discuss a new policy for the Collection. 

 



Friends’ Spreading the Message 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Randwick Volunteers Expo   Grandparents Day Little Bay 

Carte de Voyage de Laperouse 

 

Chart of Laperouse’s Voyage 



 
 

 

 

The Cable Station 

Housing the 

La Perouse Museum 
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